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Colonized by artists
Arts and literacy are hallmarks on a large scale
By James Sullivan, Globe Correspondent  |  November 3, 2010

With just 6,000 residents, this little hamlet can lay claim to more creativity than many good-size cities. The
inspiration for Thornton Wilder’s “Our Town,’’ Peterborough is home to the MacDowell Colony, founded in 1907 and
the oldest artists’ colony in the country, which hosted Wilder, Aaron Copland, and more recently, Michael Chabon
and Jonathan Franzen, to name a few. The town also boasts a historic library, an acclaimed summer theater, an
ongoing folk-music scene, several galleries and exhibition spaces, and the remnants of the late, lamented New
England Marionette Opera.

STAY
Once operated as the men’s lodge for the nearby MacDowell Colony, the 1870 home that is now the Little River Bed
& Breakfast (184 Union St., 603-924-3280, www.littleriverbedandbreakfast.com, $109-$135) offers a bucolic setting,
gas fireplaces, and the owners’ fantastic blueberry baked French toast. Just a few miles out of town, the Hancock
Inn (33 Main St., Hancock, 603-525-3318, www.hancockinn.com, $105-$240 off-season, $145-$260 peak) is an
invitingly eccentric old homestead dating to 1789. Rooms feature Moses Eaton stencils and Rufus Porter murals.
Guests are welcomed by George, the hosts’ African grey parrot, who blows his nose on cue. The Jack Daniels
Motor Inn (80 Concord St., 603-924-7548, www.jackdanielsinn.com, $109-$139, additional for river view) is a solid
option for the more conventionally inclined.

DINE
Noted for its classic delis and diners, Peterborough has a few good alternatives for a more upscale night out. Just
opened in the former home of one of New Hampshire’s oldest movie houses, the Old Theater Restaurant & Tavern
(6 School St., 603-924-5000, entrees $8-$22) is getting good word-of-mouth for its traditional fare and quirky
appetizers (try the bacon-wrapped banana). Acqua Bistro (9 School St., 603-924-9905, www.acquabistro.com,
entrees $12-$15) has salmon, swordfish, burgers, gourmet pizzas, and lots more on the menu. Looking for
something lighter? The cafe at Nature’s Green Grocer (374 Union St., 603-924-2233, www.naturesmarketcafe.com)
has superb sandwiches and a serene creekside patio.

DURING THE DAY
Named one of the “top 10 coolest small towns in America’’ by Budget Traveler Magazine, Peterborough has an
abundance of art and culture. The Sharon Arts Center (30 Grove St., 603-924-7676, www.sharonarts.org) features a
wide variety of painters and artisans. The Mariposa Museum and World Culture Center (26 Main St., 603-924-
4555, www.mariposamuseum.org) showcases clothing, crafts, and performances representing a melting pot of
cultures. Toadstool Bookshop (12 Depot Square, 603-924-3543, www.toadbooks.com) has a great selection of new
and used books, a music alcove, and an affiliated cafe (Aesop’s Tables). Open-air activities around the region begin
with hiking and picnicking at Miller State Park (Route 101E, 603-924-3672, www.nhstateparks.com/miller, adults
$4), where you can drive to the summit of Pack Monadnock for a spectacular view.

AFTER DARK
Residents and visitors rub elbows nightly at the comfortably cluttered Harlow’s Pub (3 School St., 603-924-6365,
www.harlowspub.com), where weekend entertainment tends toward good-time folk, blues, and rock bands. Another
local institution, the Peterborough Players (55 Hadley Road, 603-924-7585, www.peterboroughplayers.org), offers
professional summer stock and off-season screenings of the Metropolitan Opera, live in HD. The cozy
Peterborough Community Theatre (6 School St., 603-924-2255, www.peterboroughmovies.com, $6-$8) has first-
run movies at decade-old ticket prices. And the ongoing MacDowell Downtown series (www.macdowellcolony.org),
free on the first Friday of each month from March-November, gives Our Townies a glimpse of the world-class
creativity fostered at the venerable art colony through readings, recitals, and presentations.

James Sullivan can be reached at sullivanjames@verizon.net.  
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