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A popular autumn foliage stop for bus tours is the Fitzwilliam
Common. But foliage has been patchy so far this year, say
state foresters.
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PEAK PATCHINESS
Hospitality workers: Uneven foliage having no effect on business
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Leaf peepers may have to peep a little harder
this year.

“It’s been an interesting foliage season,” said
Tai C. Freligh of the N.H. Division of Travel and
Tourism Development.

Some areas of the state have already gone past
peak, Freligh said, while fall hues are coming to
the Monadnock Region in patches this year.

“In some parts the color has already turned
and gone brown and some parts are still
green,” he said. “It’s pretty crazy.”

But the craziness isn’t turning away the visitors
who flock to the area’s hotels and bed and
breakfasts every fall.

“We’re booked pretty solid,” said Charles F.
Lyle, owner of the Benjamin Prescott Inn in
Jaffrey. “On Columbus Day weekend we turn
away so man people every year, but we seem
to be getting more calls.”

Some of the region’s trees are already bare.

“I think the windy, windy days last week blew a
lot of them down,” said Susan A. Karalekas at
the Bridges Inn in Swanzey.

Nonetheless, Karalekas said the region’s foliage is still exceeding visitors expectations. One group of
visitors to her bed and breakfast, from Kentucky, “were told that this year’s foliage was more muted
than previous years,” she said, but they were impressed with the scenery on their first trip to New
England.

“I haven’t heard anyone who’s disappointed,” Karalekas said.

Retired Cheshire County Forester R Marshall Patmos hypothesized that microclimates — local variations
within a larger area — might explain the patchiness in this year’s foliage. With the recent dry summer,
small differences between areas quite near each other, such as the south and north facing slopes of
one hill, could be behind the sight of bare trees next to others still covered in color.

“When it’s dry the tree says ‘well, I’m not going to get any water’ and drops its leaves early,” he said.



In spite of this, innkeepers say they’re confident this holiday weekend will see a convergence of good
weather and spectacular leaves.

“It’s nice when Columbus Day weekend and the leaves cooperate and come at the same time, and it’s
going to be nice and sunny this year,” said Lyle, of the Benjamin Prescott Inn.

Freligh shares this optimism. He said the erratic weather will even out for this weekend.

“We had such a dry summer and then a lot of rain at the end,” he said said. “I think by the holiday
weekend people will see a good show.”

But Patmos said the past week’s rain will be too late to have much effect.

“The leaves were pretty much shutting down anyway,” he said. “If the trees are already not that
bright, it’s not going to change it.”

Freliegh said forecasts from the Institute for New Hampshire predict this year’s Columbus Day weekend
will be a little busier than last year’s for tourism. The forecast is based on a wide range of factors,
Freliegh said, including consumer confidence, unemployment rates, spending patterns, gas prices and
the weather.

Karalekas says she’s already had guests this season from as far away as Amsterdam, and domestic
visitors from Utah, Illinois, Ohio and Kentucky.

Peterborough’s Little River Bed and Breakfast, which has been in operation for three and a half years,
is starting to see more visitors from further afield as well, owner Robert L. Fox said.

“Last year most of them came from New England, but this year there’s more from the Midwest states,”
he said.

Karalekas has noticed another shift in her customers’ behavior from previous years. This year, she
said, she has more people coming to stay for longer visits, making Monadnock their base of operations
and taking day trips to neighboring regions, rather than staying one night as part of a longer driving
tour.

“You can get to know people,” she said. “It’s been a lot of fun.”
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